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BIRJUMAHARAJ ....

Dr. Nand Kishore Kapote , a senior student has paid a fitting trib-
ute to his guru Pandit Bitju Maharaj in his book 'Kathak Samrat
Birju Maharaj ' which 18 an offering long overdue.

In his book Nand Kishore Kapote has been able to capture vivid
account of the time and embiance in which the Kathak dance grew
to be accepted by a larger public in India.

The history of dance in India requires to be addressed so as to
review the evolution of Kathak which has been continuously ex-
tending its repertoire over the past many generations in different
regions of India. The different Gharanas of Kathak took their names
and practiced their different styles according to the areas in which
they were established. Nand Kishore has referred mainly to the
Lucknow Gharana which is where he received his training, There
are interesting episodes narrated by Ammaji, Birju Maharajji's
mother, who spent an entire life under the same roof with the great
doyens of the Lucknow Gharana. :

- To describe Birju maharaj as a dancer is a futile activity. What yard-
sticks would you use? He goes much beyond away. He has been
rated as talented, versatile, creative, imaginative etc.

I have watched Birju Maharaj now for nearly 60 years and have
come to the conclusion that he is a phenomena. Even the seven
wonders of the world were man - made, but Birju Maharaj was



FAPAUE fRSTERT ;
born to be an artist, not made. The Kathak world will have to see
many centuries to produce another Birju Maharaj if ever it does.
When you watch the flowing movement of clouds, the gushing of
the sea waves you don't try and analyze the technique or how the
water or the wind was trained into doing it. It just happens, it is a
phenomena and is the way one should watch Maharajji.

It would not be amiss to say that because of Birju Maharajji's con-
tributions in terms of his performances in India and abroad that,
Kathak today, enjoys a respectable and prestigious place amongst
the classical dance forms of India.

(Kumudini Lakhia)
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